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Introduction 
 The main theme of this is 
conference is Toward Functional ad 
Qualitative Education in Nigeria in the 21st 
century. To the presenter of this paper, it 
implies how have the people faired with 
the education and how will they be 
directed to operate like educated persons 
and the kind of education received, a 
quality type if not, the citizenry should be 
titled in the direction of quality type of 
education. Thus, the topic Toward 
Functional and Qualitative Citizenship 
education in Nigeria in the 21st century, 
should mean too; how to make this type of 
education functional and qualitative in this 
century. 
 Citizenship education in its place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
is one of the educational reforms in 
Nigeria after civil war, it was observed that 
in the early 70s, many people were 
physically and psychologically deviated 
from how they looked and reasoned like. 
There was much fear and distrust in 
people. Nigerians became skeptical about 
themselves. They saw the need for a total 
rehabilitation and reconstruction of both 
personalities and structures. Thus, national 
building and national unity became the 
priority in the minds of the citizenry. 
Education was thus, seen as a veritable tool 
to bring the unity. Hence, the citizenship 
education in Nigeria. Our question now is 
have Nigeria being able to mobile this type 
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Abstract 
The development of any country can only take place when the 
citizens of that country are well educated to acquire the relevant 
knowledge and skills that will enable them to solve her numerous 
problems, that their country is faced with which, will in turn 
promote the country’s development and improve living 
conditions of the people in the country. As such, Nigerians have 
striven some while ago, even before independence, to be 
educated. This paper dwells on the concept on the citizenship 
education, the basis, significance, the contributions citizenship 
Education made in this country, the strategies that should be 
adopted the recommendation to enhance the country’s 
development and conclusion is then drawn. 
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of education, if not what effort are we 
making towards achieving this goals. 
 
The Concept of Citizenship Education 
 The term citizenship is derived 
from the word citizens, which means a 
person who has respect for his nation, 
owes allegiance to it in turn receives 
protection from it. Also, denotes a dynamic 
relationship between a citizen and his 
nation. Instance in Nigeria is that a person 
becomes a citizen by birth, registration or 
neutralization. These are the two major 
ways in which one can become a citizen of 
Nigeria. It will be necessary to take each of 
them and explain thus: 
(a) A citizen of Nigeria by birth: is a 

person born in Nigeria before 
independence either whose parents 
or any of whose grand parents 
belong to a community indigenous to 
Nigeria, every person born in 
Nigeria after independence either of 
whose parents is a citizen of Nigeria. 
 

(b) A citizen  of Nigeria by 
registration or naturalization:  
One becomes a citizen of Nigeria by 
registration after fulfilling certain 
conditions such as being of good 
character, showing desires to stay 
and reside in Nigeria for a period of 
fifteen years, subject to the approval 
of the President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria.  This also 
applies to naturalization. In short, 
citizen by registration is the same as 
citizen by naturalization. 
Citizenship education, is therefore, 

the teaching and enlightening the citizens 

about the roles and rights of the citizens. It 
is a process by which members of a society 
are acquainted with the rights, roles and 
obligations of good members of the 
society. Citizenship education teaches the 
responsibilities of the fundamental rights 
they supposed to enjoy as enshrined in the 
constitution. 

It is pertinent to note that citizenship 
education promotes better social structures 
and disciplined people. Citizenship 
education helps to make members of the 
society very much aware of their rights and 
responsibilities in the area where they 
reside in the society. While commenting 
on a similar subject, Ijere (1992), states 
that political literacy is aimed at making an 
individual member of the society 
conscious of his rights and roles in the 
place where he lives. 

The idea is, indeed to integrate every 
individual member of the society into full 
democratic institutions that will enable him 
make meaningful contributions to 
transform the society. Essentially, 
therefore, citizenship education is indeed, 
very important in promoting good 
leadership and good followership in any 
democratic environment in the society as 
Ijere (1992:36) rightly observes. 

It involves kindred and family 
meeting, which every member of the 
family must belong to and 
participate in as may be require by 
the group. Rules and regulations, 
code of conduct are clearly spelt out 
for people to follow and respect. 
Political issues are discussed and 
analyzed. Decisions are taken 
through democratically agreed 
procedures. Such a group is an 
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effective functional body for social 
and community changes. 

 The implication of this, is that 
citizenship education must aim at social 
transformation of the people of the 
society. Conclusively, the concept of 
citizenship education involves rules of 
what a citizen might do and can refuse to 
do and also benefit or entitlement that a 
citizen has a right to demand from the 
state. Citizenship can be seen as passive 
and active membership of individuals in a 
nation with certain universal rights and 
obligations at a specified level of quality. 
 
Basis of Citizenship Education in 
Nigeria 
 This dwells on how citizenship 
education in Nigeria all started and gives 
reasons why it was started. Thus, 
according to Achuonye (2007), citizens 
education came as a corrective measure 
from negative effects of the civil war. The 
psychological and physical effect was so 
enormous that people needed to be trained 
as a citizen of Nigeria needed to 
understand and appreciate the idea of 
belonging not to one clan, or tribe but the 
whole nation as one Nigeria. The 
education was then supposed to make the 
citizens think of Nigeria as one of each, 
one as intrinsically part of the nation. 
 The first goal of education in 
Nigeria was then for citizenship as 
informed the first National Policy on 
Education (1977) even in the Reverse 
Edition of 2004. Also, one of the 
consensus at the 1969 National 
Curriculum Conference was to harness the 
educational system in such a way as to 

make it possible for Nigerians to be 
national conscious, technically able and 
spiritually committed to the ideals of one 
Nigeria. To achieve this goal, educational 
planning, educational administration, the 
curriculum teaching, and learning was to 
be organized and executed within this 
conceptual framework. The educational 
system was thus, designed for one country 
one people and one destiny. 
 
Significance of  Citizenship Education 
        The essence of citizenship education 
is to make one a good citizen and good 
citizen could be in various was as:- 

 It teaches why it is important for 
one to be patriotic to the country 
and love his fellow-countrymen, 
so that unity, progress and 
stability will be achieved/realized. 

 Citizenship education inculcates 
in the students acceptable societal 
values and discourages those that 
are considered inimical to the 
progress of that society. 

 It exposes learners to the 
responsibilities and obligations 
expected of them by the state and 
the roles and responsibilities of 
the state to the citizens. 

According to Achuonye (2007), the 
goals of citizenship education includes 

 To expose  learners to democratic 
education; 

 To produce good citizens capable 
of taking national decisions for 
the overall development of the 
society. 
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 A good citizen in this case is not 
only the perspective of being 
patriotic loyal and obedient to the 
state, but also a critique of that. 

 To determine such vices like 
tribalism, ethnicity, nepotism, 
corruption, intolerance, fraudulent 
practices and the like. 

 Citizenship education is the 
identification of issues and 
concepts in making students to 
become active participant-in 
political process of the country. 

 To explore areas directly from 
citizenship that will make 
beneficiaries become good citizen, 
responsible not only to themselves 
and their families but to the state 
and the entire nation. 

 
Contributions Citizenship Education 
has made to this Country 
 Citizenship Education has made 
both positive and negative contributions to 
the development of this country at large, 
the state, the local government areas and 
the communities at the grassroots in 
particular. Without citizenship education it 
wouldn’t have been possible for the local 
communities to be aware of some of their 
rights, roles and responsibilities, 
particularly in the present democratic 
dispensations. 
 Citizenship education is seen as 
an integral part of the interdisciplinary 
subjects- Social studies. (Achuonye 2007). 
It helps the citizenry to develop good and 
responsible citizens that can assist in all 
possible ways in the development of the 

society. Thus, there is no place one will go 
now in Nigeria that the effect of 
democracy will not be felt; at least that of 
freedom of speech and the right to vote 
and be voted for. Even then this right is in 
practice, the negative aspect outweighs the 
positive ones. For instance, the tugs are 
used to compel and canvass for votes. The 
integrated approach is not holistic and 
may explain why the impact is too little to 
be felt in the society. The integrated 
approach provide shallow content, and 
may not give citizens the required skills 
needed to be covered in the area of 
citizenship education that will lead to the 
emergence of citizens, capable of 
protecting and defending the interest of 
the nation and other citizens, those ready 
to abide by rules and regulations of the 
state in the interest of progress, peace, and 
harmony of all in the society. 
          The misconception that citizenship 
education is the same as Social Studies is 
hazardous thus, has not yielded good 
results in Nigeria. For instance, after the 
civil war in 1970, people thought that the 
introduction of Social Studies in school 
would help train the Nigerian youths to 
possess the needed senses of unity, 
belonging, and citizenship rights and 
obligation. This in effect has rather 
yielded many negative and destabilizing 
indigenous values of naira crazy, the get 
rich quick attitude, cutting or sharing of 
auctioned sale, carry-go syndrome and its 
associated oddities, the get something for 
nothing syndrome, moral degeneration, 
economic and political sabotage, 
corruption, lying leadership and the like. 
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Citizenship Education, Strategies: 
 It is the position of this paper to 
evolve the following strategies for 
effective citizenship education in this 
country. 
 
Citizenship Education Through 
Communication 
 This is good means, since this 
requires effective communication in order 
to be successful in reaching the target 
audience in the society. Pratt and Boyden 
(1985:156) ,opined that: 

Every social development project involves 
communication; communication between 
members of a community or group, 
development workers and the people 
among whom they work; funding agencies 
and fieldworkers and so on. 
Communication involves the sharing of 
ideas, of information, of emotions, of 
hopes and fears, and is part of every 
human activity. 

 The implication of Pratt and 
Boyden’s saying is that communication is 
indeed, very critical for the success of 
citizenship education, as a social force that 
helps to shape the society. The purpose of 
communication in citizenship education is 
to promote change which focuses on the 
interaction between the change agents and 
the people whom they are working with, 
in their respective communities, in the 
society. The people of a community can 
be enlightened about the idea of 
citizenship education and its potential 
through adequate public enlightenment 
campaigns. 
 
 
 

Citizenship Education Through 
Conscientization of the Masses 
         The spirit of National consciousness 
should be promoted, very effectively 
among all Nigeria, through citizenship 
education. This will certainly help them to 
function very well in the society. Aruma 
(1998), opined that it is not an easy thing 
to develop a new consciousness. This is, 
however, tasking. Verily, any change in 
the society required good understanding 
what is really involved. Thus, Freire 
(1985), says that a person does not change 
his or her reality without first 
understanding it, therefore, working 
towards this understanding should form an 
integral part of citizenship education. 
 
Citizenship Education Through the 
Mass Media 
 The role of mass media can be 
seen as another strategy, that facilitates 
citizenship education. Comprehensively, 
people need information in order to form 
new attitudes, values and aspirations 
among things. In line with this, Gathu 
(1998), states that there is an urgent need 
to build an informed citizenry so as to 
enable each individual member of the 
society to be very much concerned about 
the welfare of his/her neighbours and 
environment. Nnamene (2007), opined 
that information is part of man’s 
knowledge which empowers those who 
have it. Therefore, citizenship education 
should through the mass media focus on 
the rights to inform and to be informed, in 
order to enable people respond positively 
to a number of issues affecting them in the 
society. 
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Recommendations 
 Citizenship education is now on 
the cross road. It is yet to assume a formal 
education system; though it is fast eating 
into the masses’ way of behaviour 
unconsciously; 
(a) Thus, there is the urgent need for 

citizenship education to be 
conscientized. When this is done, it 
will ensure that real conscientization 
of people as Freire (1985), correctly 
put it, should take place in culture, 
Freire further, indicate that the 
salient culture refers to the home, 
the local school, the Church and the 
Community listening center, which 
should serve as the common venue 
for the people of local community to 
meet and deliberate on issues 
affecting their local affairs. 

(b) Citizenship Education should 
produce better people when it is 
being placed in the curriculum of 
the formal educational system of the 
nation. When this is done, 
citizenship education should be in 
better position to ensure that 
Nigerian has better people in the 
society. This can be achieved 
through well articulated educational 
programmes at all levels of 
education in Nigeria. 

(c) The presenter of this paper wishes to 
proffer that citizenship education is 
a social necessity. Thus, what 
defines citizenship education is not 
the learner’s age but the civic 
option. The access to vital 
information that will ensure a social 

order and discipline society, that 
will ultimately guarantee a stable, 
peaceful, progressive and united 
country is through social necessity. 

(d) Citizenship Education is one of the 
sure means for active participation 
of people in public life. Thus, to 
survive in today’s political 
environment, every Nigerian has to 
content with a number of issues. 
These issues such as cultural 
identity, religious identity and 
particularly political affiliation 
among the people of this nation call 
for active participation in citizenship 
education. Hence, demand for active 
participation of people in citizenship 
education. 

 
Conclusion 
          Towards Functional and Qualitative 
Citizenship Education in Nigeria in the 
21st century entails the citizenship 
education in the country which could be 
linked to adult and non-formal educational 
process which tends to promote a type of 
education that focuses on improved social 
organization in the society. This promotes 
a social order in the society. 
 Citizenship education promotes 
better social structures, order and 
disciplined people in the society. This 
leads to institution of new moral and 
social values and general re-orientation of 
people’s attitudes to personal, community 
and national issues. 
          Indeed, since citizenship education 
creates awareness in society, it helps 
people to acquire basic vital information 
and knowledge of their community, local 

 
 
Journal of Teacher Perspective 



 

234

government areas, state and nation. 
However, people do not change their 
reality without first understanding it. Thus 
making conscious efforts towards this 
understanding should form an integral part 
of citizenship education to avoid some 
unhealthy practices of the citizenry. 
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